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East Pakistanis Flee
Provisional Capital

CHUADANGA, East Paki-
stan (AP) — Demoralized
forces of breakaway East
Pakistan abandoned this pro-
visional capital without a fight:
Friday. Thousands of refugees
streamed out of the city to-
ward the Indian border.

. Pakistani government
troops captured Kushtia, 30
miles to the north and resist-
ance everywhere appeared fo
be crumbling.

The Indian government
radio, consistently partisan,
spoke for the first time of a
Bangla Desh refreat and re-
ported the followers of Shelk
Mujibur Rahman were resort-
ing to guerrillawarfare.
Bangla Desh is the name the
rehels gave East Pakistan
When they declared their inde-
pendence three weeks ago.

" There was little evidence of
guerrilla fighting in the Chu-
_adanga region, however.
Bangla Desh troops appeared
‘battle shy and ready to throw
:gway their arms. There was
‘confusion everywhere. Bangla
:Desh officers had virtually
*given up the fight.

i Chuadanga, a city of some
125,000 people which the recent-
:Iy-formed Bangla |Desh gov-

Yoo
"

ernment established as its
provisional capital, was al-
most deserted.

Refugees reported Chu-
adanga was shelled and then
strafed by two Pakistani air
force Sabre jets shortly before
noon.

When f orelgnnewsmen
reached the town later several
streets were pitted withsmall
craters and the walls of the
police station were scarred
with machinegun bullets. Sev-
cral buildings were damaged
by rocket or mortar fire.

A dead cow and two dead
dogs still lay in the main
street, Twelve persons were
said to have been killed in the
attack but there were no offi-
cials on hand to verify the re-
port.
There was no sign of the ad-
vancing Pakistan army or of
any attempt by the Bangla
Desh fighters to defend the
town.

According to some reports,
Pakistani troops had establish-

ed an advance post three miles

from Chuadanga but their
main force probably was
much further away.

Long columns of refugees
struggled out of Chuadanga by
every route, heading for the

Indian border 15 miles fo the
west. |
Officials in Calcutta re-
ported 100,000 refugees so far
have reached India. Makeshifi
camps have been set up on the
border but many are finding
shelter with relatives and
+ friends. Food is being pro-
vided in the camps by the gov-

ernment,



